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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 

5th November 2025 at 7.00pm at St Paul’s Parish Hall, Scotforth 

 

Present: Councillor Nick Webster (Chairman) 

Councillors Tim Dant, Denise Parrett, Heather Ward and Kevan Walton. 

Derek Whiteway, Parish Clerk 

25/075 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from County Councillor Gina Dowding. 

25/076 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council’s Meeting held on 1st October 2025 were 

approved without further amendment. 

25/077 Declarations of Interest 

No changes or new declarations were made. 

25/078 Public discussion.   

None 

25/079 Planning Applications 

1) Planning Consultations 

No new consultations had been received. 

2) Update on Previous Planning Applications 

The Clerk presented an update report.  There had been no new decisions 

published since the last meeting of the Parish Council. 

It was noted that the Parish Council’s consultation response to planning 

application 25/00744/FUL had not been loaded on the Planning Portal.  The 

Clerk will follow up. 

3) Other Planning Matters 

Councillors discussed reports of further developments at Arna Wood, with 

touring caravans and temporary facilities being introduced in one of the 

paddocks.  Councillors agreed that the Clerk should seek advice from the 

Planning Service on the planning position relating to temporary 

accommodation, etc . 
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Councillors also discussed reports that building work was still ongoing on 

the Four Oaks Caravan Park site at Arna Wood and that some of the planning 

conditions, including external lighting and building cladding, were yet to be 

met.  Councillors agreed that the Clerk should write to the Planning Service 

enquiring about the development’s current level of compliance with 

planning approvals and conditions. 

25/080 Review of Standing Orders 

The Clerk introduced a report proposing revised Standing Orders based on the 

new national model issued by NALC in 2025. 

Following discussion, Councillors agreed that the draft Standing Orders be 

approved and adopted subject to amended wording for paragraph 22(a) to 

clarify the Council’s arrangements for handling requests from the Press and 

Media. 

Resolved:  It was proposed by Councillor Parrett, seconded by Councillor Dant, 

and carried unanimously that the draft Standing Orders be approved, subject to 

rewording of paragraph 22(a). 

25/081 Review of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).   

Councillor Parrett reported that the NDP Review Team, along with the Council’s 

consultant, had now produced a revised version of the NDP, along with a 

Statement of Modifications.  The Non-Designated Heritage Asset document had 

also been updated. 

The Review Team had consulted the City Council’s Planning & Housing Strategy 

Service Manager, who had advised that adoption of the reviewed NDP could 

proceed without recourse to formal consultation. 

Taking advice from the Council’s consultant, Councillors agreed that, subject to 

some minor amendments being made, the review documents should be 

published on a separate page on the Parish Council’s website and that a 

newsletter be produced to advise residents of the review and invite comments.  

The aim should be to complete this within the next fortnight, with a target of 

finalising the NDP by the New Year. 

Councillor Parrett advised that the consultants had spent a further half a day on 

the job.  The Clerk advised that the additional cost could be met from the NDP 

Review Reserve. 

Resolved:  It was proposed by Councillor Ward, seconded by Councillor Walton 

and agreed unanimously that  

a) the final review documents should be published on the website and that 

comments be invited from parishioners; and 

b) the additional half day’s work by the consultants is approved, the cost to be 

met from the NDP Review Reserve. 
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25/082 Succession Planning 

Councillors agreed that a newsletter should be produced covering the NDP 

Review  along with a range of other topics of local interest, including: Aldcliffe 

Road canal side parking developments; United Utilities WwTW site update; how 

to report local issues; Parish Council news and communications. 

25/083 Clerk and Councillor Updates 

City and County Councillor’s Report: 

None received. 

Clerk’s Report: 

1) The Clerk presented a ‘Decisions and Issues Tracker’ report which had been 

previously circulated to Councillors. 

Following discussion, Councillors agreed/noted the following: 

Ref Decision/Issue PC Minutes 

6 Stodday 

hedgerows 

The Clerk is to follow up with Lancashire County 

Council an outstanding action for the clearance of 

overgrowth on the carriageway. 

11 Road surface and 

flooding issues on 

Lunecliffe Road 

No update.  County Councillor Dowding is to request 

that the delayed resurfacing work be undertaken 

sooner rather than later. 

16 Stodday Picnic Site The Council’s contractors have been asked to 

undertake some work to trim the foliage surrounding 

the site. 

Arrangements for emptying the litter bin may need 

reviewing when the City Council introduces its new 

three-weekly collection schedules. 

20 PRoW 

maintenance – 

Snuff Mill Lane 

restricted byway 

Councillors reported that the path had flooded during 

the recent high tides recently.  Cllr Walton is to 

investigate the position when tides subside.  

29 United Utilities 

developments at 

Stodday WwTW 

No update.  Increased traffic is expected. The Parish 

Council is maintaining contact with United Utilities 

about progress and is enquiring about recent reports 

regarding traffic movements. 

35 

(New) 

Arna Wood Lane 

street sign. 

Cllr Webster reported that the street sign had been 

missing for some time.  Agreed that the Clerk should 

report this to Lancaster City Council. 

Members’ Updates 
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2) Highways (Chairman) 

Nothing further to report. 

3) Amenity, including the Lengthsman (Chairman) 

Nothing further to report. 

4) Stakeholder Liaison. 

Nothing further to report. 

5) Broadband. 

Nothing further to report. 

6) NDP.   

Nothing further to report. 

7) Other Matters 

None raised 

25/084 Consultations 

None received.  

25/085 Finances 

The Clerk introduced a report setting out the General Account budget position, 

Earmarked Reserve balances and Bank Reconciliation as at 4th November 2025. 

Councillors reviewed the projected underspend on the Lengthsman budget.  It 

was agreed that the Council should consider investigate the need for work on the 

Snuff Mill Lane drainage issues.  Councillor Walton agreed to undertake an initial 

inspection and Councillors agreed that a contractor should be consulted if 

appropriate. 

Resolved:  That the report is noted.  Also, that consideration be given to 

investigate drainage issues along the Snuff Mill lane PRoW and to commissioning 

work if felt necessary. 

25/086 Payments 

Payee & Detail £ 

Hudson Hill Consulting,  IT Services, November 2025 11.99 

St Paul’s Parish Hall – Meeting on 5th November 2025 (Note 1) 25.20 

Derek Whiteway – Parish Clerk salary and expenses, Oct 2025 166.08 

HMRC – PAYE deductions, Oct 2025 41.40 

Note 1.  St Paul’s Parish Hall Invoices for PC meetings are approved in advance 

and paid at the end of each calendar month. 
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Resolved:  That the above accounts be approved for payment. 

25/087 Date and venue for next meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 3rd December 2025 at St Paul’s 

Parish Hall, Scotforth, commencing at 7.00pm. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8:50pm 

 

 

 

       Clerk of the Council 

       Chair  Date:  3rd December 2025 


